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Abstract

The relationship between the state and the nation constitutes one of the most fundamental
pillars of political systems, which in recent decades has encountered serious challenges in the
sphere of “effectiveness.” Addressing this issue requires moving beyond unilateral actions and
embracing the macro-pattern of interactive governance, an approach that assumes the
participation of stakeholders in policymaking and the delivery of public services. However,
global models, primarily grounded in the experiences of developed democracies, lack the
necessary compatibility when confronted with Iran’s structural and political context. The main
objective of this study is to explain the requirements for reforming and implementing
interactive governance in the system of the Islamic Republic of Iran through a synthesis of
global literature and domestic experiences. Accordingly, the central issue of the study focuses
on identifying structural, operational, and consequential solutions for improving the state—
nation relationship within the Iranian context. The research methodology is based on a critical
review and a comparative study of 50 selected sources (25 domestic and 25 foreign) drawn
from the Scopus and Google Scholar databases over the past decade. The findings indicate that
improving interactions depends upon the establishment of effective intermediary institutions.
The major contributions of the study are explained at three levels: at the structural level, the
necessity of restructuring power around revolutionary institutions as “intermediary
institutions™; at the operational level, the transition from state-centered administration to
indigenous network-based management and supportive governance; and at the consequential
level, the strengthening of legitimacy through mutual oversight and the transformation of the
citizen into a co-creator. Finally, the study concludes by emphasizing the necessity of
designing an indigenous desirable model and developing criteria for evaluating interactive
governance. It is suggested that, through utilizing the capacities of benefactors and charitable
organizations within a network-based management framework, the transition from directive
governance to realistic facilitative governance be accelerated, so that genuine public
participation may lead to the enhancement of social capital and political legitimacy.
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Interactive Governance, State—Nation Gap, Comparative Reading, Critical Literature
Review, Islamic Republic of Iran.
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