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Abstract

If governance is defined as the various modes and mechanisms through which power is
exercised, then the component of human felicity (sa‘adah) constitutes one of the decisive
factors influencing the determination and formulation of the model or paradigm of power
application and governance. The purpose of the present study is to elucidate the impact of
the component of human felicity from an Islamic perspective on governance theory.
Accordingly, the central research question of this study is: What influence does the
theory of human felicity, as viewed from the perspective of the Noble Quran, exert on the
ideal model of governance from this same perspective? The adopted methodology is
based on an inferential (textually grounded) research approach. The Islamic theory of
human felicity, as derived from the verses of the Holy Qur’an, is founded upon the
worship of Allah as the ultimate purpose and final end of human creation. This value-
oriented approach regards the worship of Allah as the highest form of life and
subsequently formulates the components and objectives of desirable governance on that
basis. The felicity-centered approach, in explaining the nature of the human being,
considers the purpose of exercising political authority to be the creation and expansion of
the necessary conditions, across various dimensions of individual and social life, for the
worship of Allah within society. Other objectives such as justice, welfare, freedom and
democracy are regarded as valuable insofar as they contribute to the realization of that
ultimate end. On the other hand, the question of who exercises political authority is also
determined in a value-oriented manner by the theory of felicity. This means that the ruler
or rulers are those who are best capable of realizing the ultimate end—namely, the
worship of Allah—in the most effective and comprehensive way possible. Ultimately, the
indicators of governance, which are regarded as one of the most important components of
any theory of governance, acquire a meaningful connection with the theory of felicity.
Accordingly, indicators such as consultation (shiird), justice, security, combating
corruption and wrongdoing, the promotion of good within society and education and
moral cultivation can be proposed as key components of desirable governance within a
felicity-centered theory of governance grounded in the Qur’anic framework.
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