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Abastract

Forward-Looking Covenant-Based Governance is an interpretation of Surah Al-Ma’idah,
which, being the last revealed surah, encompasses the most significant concerns of future
governance in Islam. The proclamation of the Prophet’s succession, the completion of
religion, and the fulfillment of the blessing of divine wilayah, alongside the obligation to
obey divine, prophetic, and wilayah-based governance; the declaration of the dismay and
hopelessness of the disbelievers regarding the power of Islam; the protection of Muslims
and the dominance of religion against adversaries; and the affirmation of the ultimate
victory of the followers of wilayah and Hezbollah—all of these signify this divine
governance. Governance, in an artful fashion, has been reconstructed within the
framework of past ‘contracts’ and ‘covenants’ (‘‘uqiid’ and ‘mithaqat’) as dynamic
processes between Allah and humankind. It thus becomes the subject of the essential
divine command “fulfill the contracts” (awfu bil-‘uqud), inviting humanity to envision
the future as the principal arena for the exercise of will, reason, prudence, and strategic
planning. This study is developed within the framework of the Geometric Structure
Theory of the Qur’an, employing the normative scenario-building method within the
literature of futures studies. This study seeks to represent the approach of Siirat al-
Ma’idah to covenantal and future-oriented governance across four analytical levels. At
the first level, through a descriptive examination of realities, it traces the historical and
contemporary trends of Islamic governance. At the second level, it analyzes the Qur’anic
warnings and cautions concerning the future. At the third level, it moves toward practical
action and implementation, aiming to strengthen and construct a covenantal form of
governance for the future. Finally, at the fourth level, it articulates the Qur’an’s foresight
regarding the emergence of the beloved community.
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